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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

Pursuit of County Position on Legislation

AS 2280 (Leno), as amended on June 28, 2006 would extend the authority of health
care providers to treat partners of persons with sexually transmited diseases. -In

- addition, the bil would require the California Department of Health Services (CDHS) to
develop a counseling model for all persons who receive HIV testing at an alternative
test site or clinic that receives State funding för HIV testing.

Existing law permits a physician or nurse practitioner' who diagnoses a sexually
transmitted Chlamydia infection to prescribe, dispense, furnish, or otherwise provide
prescription antibiotic drugs to that patient's sexLJal partner or partners without

examination of that patient's partner or partners. AS - .2280 would extend these

provisions to include treatment of gonorrhea and other sexually transmitted diseases
determined to be appropriate by the CDHS.

A recent Senate Health Committee analysis reports that since. enactment of patient-
delivered therapy for Chlamydia, published studies have documented that the rate of
persistent or recurrent infections of gonorrhea has been reduced by utilizing patient-
delivered therapy for sex partners. Patient-delivered therapy for gonorrhea has recently
been recommended by the Federal Centers for Disease Control and PreVention.

70 Enrich Uves Through Effective And Caring Service"



Each Supervisor
August 4, 2006
Page 2

The Department of Public Health (DPH) indicates that assuring treatment of infected
- persons' sex partners is a central component of prevention and control of bacterial
sexually transmitted diseases, and that patient-delivered therapy is safe and effective

\
when provid.ed with àppropriate instruction. -

The second component of AB ~280 would. require the CDHS to develop a counseling
. model for all persons who receive HIV testing at an alternate test site or clinic that
'receives State funding for HIV testing. It would require the Department to consider
including in the counseling model flexibilty for clinics to determine the extent of
counseling provided to a test subject based on a test subject's risk factors or frequency
of HIV testing.

While DPH supports the intent to ensure an effcient HIV counseling and testing model,
the Departent indicates that legislation in this area is unnecessary as a solution to
address concerns with the current counseling model has already been developed by the
State Offce of AIDS. A legislative approach would result in a statutorily inflexible HIV
counseling model that may not allow for appropriate or timely shifts in best practices as
the HIV epidemic evolves, and may compromise the comprehensive counseling
approadi supported by the County.

Because patient-delivered therapy is a sensible public health measure that wil reduce
gonorrhea infections in California, but the HIV counseling - model in AB 2280 may
compromise the comprehensive counseling approach, DHS recommends that the
County support AB 2280 if amended to remove the HIV counseling model component,
and we c;ncur. . Consistent with County policy to support proposals to reduce the
spread of sexually transmitted diseases, and support the provision of comprehensive. .
HIV education, counseling and testing, our Sacramento advocates wil support
AB 2280 if amended to remove the HIV counseling model component.

AB 2280 is sponsored. by the AIDS Healthcare Foundation and supported by the
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (California), Bienestar Human
Services Incorporated, California National Organization for Women, Center for AIDS
Research, Education and Services, Drug Policy Allance Network, Gay and Lesbian
Adolescent Social Services, and the San Francisco AIDS Foundation. There is no
registered opposition. AB 2280 passed the Senate Health Committee on June 27, 2006
by'a vote of 9to 0 and is scheduled for hearing in the Senate Appropriations Committee
on August 7, 2006..' - - -- .
.5B 1719 '(Perata),as amended on May 24,2006, would make permanent the statutory
. provisions that allow the apportionment of motor vehicle fuel salé"s tax revenues to the
State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and local. transportations programs
beginning in Fiscal Year 2008-09, and allow the Traffc Congestion Relief Fund (TCRF)
to sunset.
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The TCRF was established by the Legislature in 2000 pursuant to AB 2928, which
created the Transportation Congestion Relief Plan (TCRP) of transportation projects to
be funded from the State's share of sales tax revenue derived from the sale of motor
vehicle fuel, and provided revenues for the STIP and local agencies for transportation
purposes. The fuel sales tax revenues are deposited in the. Transportation Investment
Fund (TIF), which are then transferred to the TCRF to finance the TCRP.

In 2002, the voters passed Proposition 42 which made permanent the transfer of State
sales tax revenues from the motor vehicle fuel sales to transportation programs. The
TCRF and the authorition to allocate the revenues to the STIP and local agencies are

. scheduled to sunset on June 30, 2008. Because of the sunset provision in existing law,
there is no statutory direction for implementing the revenue distribution requirements of
Propositon 42 beyond June 30, 2008. SB 1719 would fix this by allowing an annual
transfer of sales tax. revenue from the General Fund to the TIF of $1.4- billon on a-
permanent basis.

The Department of Public Works (DPW) indicates that SB 1719 would allow the
department to continue to receive their annual portion of Proposition 42 revenues that
are deposited into the TIF, which are used to fuhd local roads in the . unincorporated
areas of the County.DPW recommends -that the County support SB 1719, and we
concur.

Support for SB 1719 is consistent with existing policy to support the direct allocation of
funds to local governments for the preservation. of local streets and roads, without
reducing other transportation funds. Therefore, our Sacramento advocatès wil
supportSB 1719. There is no known support or opposition to this bil at this time.
SB 1719 is set for hearing in the Assembly Appropriations Committee on -August 9,
2006.

Master Bil List

A roster containing the status of all bils of County interest is attached.

We wil continue to keep you advised.

DEJ:GK
JF:EW:MS:hg

c: All Department Heads
Legislative. Strategist
Local 660
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
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